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Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, C.B.E., M.A., D.Litt., F.B.A., F.S.A., 
Hon. F.R.I.B.A., who died at Exmouth on 4 September 1952, had been 
President of the Leicestershire Archreological Society since 1937. His 
association with its work, however, went back thirty years further than that, 
to the time when he was himself living just over the Northamptonshire border, 
at Gretton. Between 1907 and 1949 he contributed, alone or in collabor
ation with Mr. Geor'ge Farnham, thirty-three papers to our Transactions, 
besides six more on Leicestershire subjects that were printed in the 
Reports and Papers of the Associated Architectural Societies; Nor was 
that all. He conducted many of the Society's excursions, and his advice 
and help were constantly available to it. With his death we have lost not 
only a very distinguished President but a kind and constant friend. 

Alexander Hamilton Thompson was born at Bristol on 7 November 
1873 and educated at Clifton and St. John's College, Cambridge. 
Although he did much extra-mural work for Cambridge, he did not hold 
an appointment inside a university until 1919, when he became Lecturer in 
English at Armstrong College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Three years later he 
moved to the University of Leeds as Reader in Medieval History. He 
became Professor there in 1924 and occupied the chair until his retirement 
in 1939. 

On the occasion of his seventy-fifth birthday a small volume was 
published containing a list of his writings, prefixed by a brief Address from 
his friends. 413 separate items are listed there: and even if one excludes 
reviews and other short pieces, the number of books and substantial articles 
he produced remains at well over 200. 

Not only was his output astonishingly large. His work always reached 
a meticulously high standard, and it covered a remarkable range. He will 
be remembered first of all as a medievalist, the leading English ecclesi
astical historian of his generation. But he was also a literary scholar
editor of the "Arden" Richard III and the poems of Suckling, and the 
author of the chapters on Lamb, the Pre-Raphaelites, and Thackeray in the 
Cambridge History of English Literature. He was known most widely 
as an authority on medieval architecture, the writer of some of the standard 
works on the subject and the editor of that excellent series "The Historic 
Monuments of England", published by the S.P.C.K. What distinguished 
him here was the width of his knowledge, his astounding grasp of the 
topography and local history of England. He was constantly ready to 
conduct excursions for our Society. But his services were equally available 
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elsewhere, in Yorkshire or Nottinghamshire or Somerset; and his paper on 
church architecture in Devon, published in the Archceological Journal forty 
years ago, is still the standard account of that subject. In the Address 
presented to him in 1948 it was happily remarked that he knew his Brad
shaw as well as he knew Le Neve's Fasti. There are people who are said 
never to forget a face. In the same way, Professor Hamilton Thompson 
never forgot a church or a castle. His mind was stored with the recol
lections of the thousands he had seen, and they were always at the call of 
his unerring memory to illuminate his remarks on whatever building he 
happened to be discussing at the moment. 

But what many people will remember longest about him-it would be 
hard indeed ever to forget-is the peculiar kindliness of his character. He was 
one of the most widely and deeply learned men of his time; and yet, as the 
members of our ,Society who knew him will recall, he was friendly and 
approachable to every one. Even when he was well over seventy, 
differences of age seemed to mean nothing to him. He never lost his sym
pathy with the ideas and work of people much younger than himself; and 
he retained a delightful and idiosyncratic sense of humour. 

It was a privilege for Leicestershire that it attracted so much of 
Professor Hamilton Thompson's attention. We should be proud to know 
that he published more papers in our Transactions than in any other 
journal, local or national. He was interested in the whole field of 
Leicestershire history. At the inauguration of the work of the National 
Register of Archives in the county in November 1947, he came down and 
spoke for it at the Corn Exchange. He helped the revival of the Victoria 
County History here and served on its Editorial Committee. Though he 
was not a native of the county and never lived in it, he 'made a great con
tribution to Leicestershire history. For that, as well as for his leadership 
and kindly counsel, the Society will remember him with gratitude and 
affection. 


